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"WON'T DODOE THE ISSUE.
This cloventh-hour attempt on the part

of politicians and office-holders to de¬
feat a great movement -by trying to
persuade members of the City Council
to stay away from tlie mcotlng to¬
night 1b Insulting to the Intelligence
of the men whose duty require? that
they shell vote. It Is the Inalienable
right of every legislator to enst his
ballot according to his own convic¬
tions. But no legislator.no Council¬
man.can Justify his position In the
eyes of his constituents by dodging the
Issue. Happily, however, our Council-
men are not of the dodging type. Re¬
gardless of how they may vote, they
should attend the meeting to-night at

tiny cost and forever rebuke that ele¬
ment which has endeavored to block !
l>rogrcss end which ha* resorted to
contemptible methods when brought
face to face with defeat.

KILL THE AMENDMENTS.
Several amendments will probably

hr offered to the proposed plan for a

better form of city government at the
session of the Common Council to¬
night. Every one of them should be
vote., down overwhelmingly.
There Is great danger that some of

the Councilman who are committed to

the entire plan will, by voting for one

of these amendments, write that
amendment Into the plan. If this wero

to De done. It might afford some Coun-
cllmen committed to the measure, but
not to the amendment, a chance to
hack out by saying that thoy wore

committed to the plan unamended and
ns It stood, and in no other Bhape.
What 1b to be feared Is the killing

of the whole plan by the passing of
n single amendment. In the circum¬
stances, every amendment offered to¬
night should be regarded as menacing
the plan. Accordingly, every Council¬
man in favor of the four-ward rodls-
ttlctlng, the smaller Council and the
administrative board, should vote "No"
on every amendment, no matter by
whom or for what reason.

It Is the plain duty of the Common
Council to pass the plan unamanded
to-night. The deliberate Judgment of
the men who studied and worked out
the plan Is that It is now ns near per¬
fect and practicable as circumstances
will allow. If amendments are to be
made, let them be made when the plan
lias been tried out; then. If there are

detects, let them bo remedied.
The Councllmcn who to-ntghl vote

"no" on overy amendment and who
vote "aye" for the plan unamended arc
the Councllmen who will express the
will of the pooplo of Richmond and,
with It, the Judgment of experts and
the experience of other cltlei.
There must be no swapping of horses

in mid-stream to-night. Let those who
favor the""\jil'i>n .'-as outlined stand put
rnd stand pat-on every vote.

Kill the amendments, gentlemen of
the Council, and thereby record your¬
selves as putting* the will of the people-
over individual desire and opinion.

840,000 I.\ THREE DAYS.
Forty thousand dollars In three days.

That is what the good people of Rich-'
rhond are called upon to subscribe for
ii great cause before Wednesday nigh:.
If the city is to have a new Young
Women's Christian Association build¬
ing, that amount must be subscribed
within that time
Richmond has subscribed J50.000 on

n singi> night, and J 10,000 in three da»
Is not much for a city like ours. The
former sum was subscribed for a spe¬
cial cause, a sentimental project, which
liad no Immediate effect upon the ihor-
nls und uplifting force of the commn-
Tilly.
We can and we ought to be willing

to give ?10,000, !ih the sum needed (<¦
^complete the fund, for a new and well
.equipped homo for the Young Women's
Christian Association. If thai build¬
ing is erected, nut ohlK will Richmond
lend a hand to the great company of
working girls In this city, but it will
uplift and aid at the same time the
rworrianhood cf Richmond.
The proposition Is a.v plain ns day.

It is to build k mrea;. modern horn-
for the unprotected women of this, city
end a great toclul centre for th'o Ity's
young women. It win phelleV niid rIVo

! recreation and afford guidance to the
young1 women of Richmond who riceU
these things..mrl they are many.
The Young Woman's Christlüh Asso¬

ciation will, for scores of girls, take
the place of the cheap boarding house,
111 lighted, with dl?mnl rooms and no
comforts or conveniences. It will give
the girl who works for her brend nour¬
ishing meals, especially at midday] at
low price;. For self-supporting wo¬

men the- Young Women's Christian Ats-
itidciatlon will bo a Christian home.

in a new home, the Young Women's
Christian Association could be oi in¬

calculable educational value in Increas-
-trig the efficiency of our young women
ami In giving them the opportunity for
physical, Intellectual, social and spiri¬
tual development. There would bo
night classes' }n general educational
tind vocational branches..

Buij tliuro Is a greater reason than

all these. It la the moral duty of
Rlohmond to erect tbls building, and
oroot It right now. Tho city owes a

duty to Its young pooplo who huvo no
home tics. It has recognized n part of
this blluteral obligation in building a

Young Men's Christian Association, as
a homo and soclul oontro for Its young
men. It is evon more Imperative that
tho city sholl in liko manner take care
of its young women.

It Is a human trait of all of us to
want "somewhero to go" otherwise
than home: If wo have no real homo,
that desire Is even strongor. A girl's
love of light and color and warmth, of
amusement and attraction, is perfectly
natural. The girl who works nil day
does not feel like staying at homo
every evening. Slip wants to go some¬
where where she will be Amused, given
recreation and plensant surroundings.
Whore doe» she go flow? To the

parks, In tho summer; In the winter, to
moving picture shows and nbout the:
streets. She has no club to which she
can go to amuse or Instruct herself
or where sho can be with girl cotnpnn-
Ions. Tho men who wait for her on
street oornors or In front of tho stores
when tho closing hour comos are too
often her only acquaintances: none
would say that they uro her friends.
A grout movement to holp tho wo¬

men of Richmond w.ho need help.that
Is what this movement Is.
Richmond must raise Hu.OOO In tho

next three days for this cause. Wo
hnvo done more than that before.
Every dollar thai goes to the Young
Women's Christian Association to-day,
to-morrow and Wednesday is an In¬
vestment that will pay an inexpres¬
sible dividend In the happiness, the up¬
lift, the heartening, the helping and
the Christianizing of Richmond's young
women, Help the young women who
heed help to help themselves.

NO OCCASION.
There Is no occasion for a display of

American jingoism over tho caso of
Morgan Sinister, who was employed by
tho Persian government to reorganize
the tlnances of that ortete empire, nnd
Whose dismissal has been demanded.
nay, dictated.by Russia. Much less
Is thore. or has there been, occasion
for a prntcst on the part of this gov¬
ernment, as has been suggested in somit
circles.

It Is. of course, regrettable that after
his several noted successes as n flnan-
clal reconstruction^ Mr. Shustor has
admittedly failed In this Instance, or
been caused to fall, and tt Is natural
that as an American rltlzon of prom¬
inence he should have American sym¬
pathy In tho rather humiliating posi¬
tion In which ho finds himself. It Is
melancholy to contemplate how the
mighty have fallen since Persia came
under Mohammedan sway and Its cnor-

Vutlng Influences, and a nation of virile
conquerors, under Cyrus. Oahibyses and
Xerxes, has been transformed Into a
leaderless nntlon of sybaritic trucklers,
whloh, some vaporlngs of dcllanco of
Russin none tho less, will not dare as¬
sert tho right of solf financial rehabil¬
itation in order to becomo honest.
Hut there Ib nothing In the nctlon of

Russia that can by any possibility he
construed Into an nffront to tho United
States government or tho American
people. The issue Is one between Rus¬
sia, Persia and Mr. Sinister; tho situa¬
tion Is one In which, through clear
blundering In sending n British col¬
lecting agent Into the Russian sphere
of dom'nntlon, Mr. Shunter gave Rus¬
sia, under the Anglo-Russian agree¬
ment regarding Persia, an excuse.a
coveted excuse, no doubt.lo create.
If Russia prefers, as It plainly seems
she rtoof. that financial chaos nnd the
Internal demoralization It engenders
should continue regnant In Irnn, and
that the Persians should default their
pecuniary obligations to her, In order i

that partition.actual territorial ag-1
grandizemont.mny be made easier and
more "Justifiable," It Is none of our
concern, save abstractly and sentimen¬
tally. That is Russia's affair.
Nor have we. ns has also been sug¬

gested by some of those over-zealous
(if American dignity, any reason to bo
resentful towards Great Britain for her
attitude in the matter. In the nega¬
tive rather than the active part Great
lin triln lias taken she has simply been
loyal to her pact with Russia and
stayed on her side of the line. In her
attitude. In truth, she has defended
her line.tho lino of demarcation bc-
twoen herself and Russia.by not af-

I fording the l.'ittcr opportunity or prova-
cation to cross U how or later.I- She has recognized thai who sups'
with Russia "must need sup with a

long spoon" and be very wary of inls-
takes thai might give hostages lo the
future,

jAXOTMP.lt ItltllMOXI) l> TUB FIELD.
.puinies hlr aller« hot in Indlanny,"

as Kin llubbard would say. If that
Suite in ever !>>.: boiling over the po-
lltlcal pot, It will be because all the
iloosicr« are dead. A familiar Indiana
political figure now comes to the
front and makes his bow us h prospec¬
tive candidate for the Democraticj npinlnutIon f'jr the presidency. Thomas

j Ilehdrtcks Brannaliian und .lohn R.
Vdlght nil their visions of the Whlloj
House have resigned for a time, nnd
Marshall Is the man of the hour.

Efist week the Uemocratlc State Com-
inittcc of Indiana Indorsed Governor
Marshall ns the State's candidate for
(be nomination, and he made n very
¦ iOi<t little speech, in whloh he said:
If Indiana wants Tom Marshall in be

a candidate, then Tom Marshall will be
President of the United States." That
brings up a point which must be takenj Into consideration. Il remains to be

'.seen whether the people of his StateI will favor Marshall, but we take It
that they will, since Marshall is the
box) known Democrat In Indiana, al¬
though a. few »f tlic <iHii st inhabitants
recall Hi,'iI it man named tvern, svho is
reported to be uiive and well, or.co ran
for the vice-presidency on the samo

ticket with a once well-known pro¬
truded speaker by the namo of Bryan.
Tho Provldenco Tribune makes a

point by asking whother, oven If tho
Indiana Domocrats do doslro Marshall
us their candtdato, tholr organization
can be trusted to carry out tho pop¬
ular wish. Moro doponds upon the
eharaotor of tho convention delegates
than upon tho dlotum of tho Stato Com¬
mit too. As tho'Trlbuno "says. "If tho
organization Is of the usual Taggart
type, the decision as to the Marshall
candidacy will rest, not with the Dem¬
ocrats of Indiana, but with tho few
men who run things." ,

The Governor wob more nearly right
when he said:
"Tho mutter you present will bo sub¬

mitted to .'100,noo pcoplo of Indiana
who aro not gathered here. If you
have mistaken their temper, then your
kindness will be toppled over by gen¬
tlemen who do not agroe with you. . .

Xo resolutions enn make mo President.
Tho Democratic party Is a party of tho
people I don't want to bo a loader
of a pcoplo who oro unable to lead
themselves."
Whothor tho Democrats of Indiana

will support Marshall remains to bo
soon; whether, If thoy wish to, they can
control the matter Is yet undecided.
Tho time Is not ripe for the rejection
cr support of any aspirant for tho
Democratic presidential nomination, but
wo may bo pardoned If we say that
the Marshall boom will probably spend
its strength in Indiana. So far as can
be ascertained. Governor Marshall Is
not presidential timber by experience.
"Who's Who" contains nothing In his
record to indicate anything especially
striking about the man or his work,
lie Is fifty-seven years old. He Is a

graduate of Wabnsh College, and after
ho became Governor was given an
L.L. D. He practiced law thirty-four
years. He has been a trustoo of Ws-
hash College. Ho is a Presbyterian.
He Is a Phi Beta Kappa, and. as almost
everybody In Indiana is, he Is a "Fiji."
which being translated from college
patois means "Phi Gambia Delta." He
belongs to the Indianapolis Literary
Club, which is a grave thing, but tiio
worst thing we know against him Is
that a best-seller has been dedicated
to him by Meredith Nicholson.
However, It la the Inalienable and

inborn right of any Democrat to run
for the presidency, especially If he Is
an Indlantan. In Indiana every man
is convinced that he himself Is a poten¬
tial President.even Albert Jeremiah

verfdge, who Is not Just now In erup¬
tion. Far be It fitfun us to dampen
tho ardor and ambition of Thomas Rlley
Marshall, but we cannot sec why It
follows that If Indiana, the Uoosler. |
wants Marshall, tho nation wants htm.

«;o TO TUR C1TT IIA1X TO-NIGHT.
Every citizen who wishes a better

form of government for P.lchmoinl
should go to tho City Hall to-night at
S o'clock. The Common Council will
to-nlghr puss upon the proposed plan
for a smaller Council and an adminis¬
trative board.two great reforms for
our city that should be adopted at once.

There Is determined opposition to this
progressive step for Richmond, and a

great outpouring of tho people 'to¬
night will do much to dlscourago the
Councilman who might defeat the will
of the people and block tho prosperity
and bettor government of Richmond.
Lot the Council Chamber be packed
with citizens, as an Indication of their
desire In this matter. A great crowd
was present last week at the City Hall
when tho Ordinance, Charter and Ho-
form Committee of the Council met and
reported favorably the new plan. It
had been expected that thorc might be
a defeat or tie-up in that committee,
but the people who came there were
witnesses of an overwhelmingly fa¬
vorable and popular result. This plan
should pass Iho Council to-night. Be
there to help In getting It through.

A niVISIOX IX DELAWARE.
Delaware will have but six votos in

the Democratic National Convention,
but even that amnll number Is not
negligible In view of tho rule that re¬

quires a candidate to get two-thirds
of the entire number In order to be
nominated. With aggressive nsplrants
In th Held, there are liable to be many
splits In the various States where
there Is a division of sentiment, in
Delaware I" the old days the leaders
of t.i- party were Bayard and Sauls-
bury and now two bearers of those
famous liairffcs, State Chairman Thomnr,
F. Bayard ami National Commttteeman
Wlllard Batilshury, arc leading, ra¬
sp ctlvely, the Harmon and Wilson
forces. These two Delawnrc Demo¬
crats se.l to work together, but they
have come lo the parting of tho ways.
The chances In Delaware seem to favor
Wilson because of the proximity
of New Jersey, but With the State
chairman for Harmon, a splil is al¬
most certain next year.

By the ivny, have yon asked your
representatives In the Common Council
how they stand on this new plan for
n better, bigger, busier Richmond, thai
they will have to vote on to-night at
the City Hair/ If not, see them and
tell them yoil want It.
._

Ellhtl Boot suggests that the cen¬
tury of peace between Great Britain
and the United States be celebrated
on February 17. 1015 by flve minutes
of absolute silence on tho pnrt of the
läO.OOO.OOO English-spanking people In
the world. This would bo a Hue op¬
portunity for the female of the species
to be (|UlelOr than the male.

If every inember ol tho Common
Council Is not at tho City Hall to¬
night, tho people will know ihe reason
why.

A "Red-Headed Club" to bring to¬
gether rod-headed college men was
established at oblo state ^University
laut spring, and now it Is a secret
sublet.', Lambda Tau Rhu. Chapters
wilL be established in a)| tho Texas

.¦ :. ..«¦. i.V.'

colleges under the ausploes of the
famous red-headed widows of Houston.

Go to the City Hall to-night. Thoro's
a reason.

¦Inlalnt Jumped off a Cambridge,
Mass,, street car the other night, and
the nows has been flashed over the
country that he received trash In
th nose and Is threatened with con¬
cussion of the brain. Jalslnt In the
Gackwftr of Baroda, heir apparent to
the throne of the little Indian na¬
tion, and he is a sophomore at Har¬
vard, whero ho is known sb "the Glke."
Ha Is enormously wealthy, and lives In
prlncoly style In a palatial dormi¬
tory, but he Is a rathor lonesome
cuss.his skin Is very dark.

Taskcr L Oddle, John Durke, Oswald
West, Joseph M. Cary, Edwin L. Nor¬
ris, Adolph O. Eberhntdt, Jamos H.
Hawley and Robert Vossoy are travel¬
ing around the country In a special
train. No reward Is offerod for their
Identification. They are only Gover¬
nors of several WcBtern States.

-. .-

The football netison Is over, but Con¬
gress opens to-day.

OUR REST LAND ADVERTISEMENT.It Is said that In the roclaimablo,although temporarily worn-out, rlvorvalleys of Virginia, whero "corn ovoryyear" sapped tho strength from agenerous soil, there Is Home of thecheapest and bust farming land inthis country. The best recent adver¬tisement of the value of Virginialunds, to tho prospective buyer whoIntends to make his home whore hebuys his land, wao the trial, convictionand execution of Henry Clay Beattle.The Courier-Journal reprinted froma magazine several months ago anartielo upon Canada, In which anAmerican farmer wua quoted as eayjngthat it was not better land, but betterlaw that attracted farmers from acrossthe lino. "It a man camtnits murderin Canada," eaid tho man from this:ldo of tho line, "ho 1b tried ajtdhanged, and that's all the.ro Is to It,und It makes no dtffercnoo who heIs."
That was not perhaps a full ex¬planation of the drift to Canada, butin making It the former .Amer¬ican farmer gavo excellent rea¬sons for liking Canada. There Isvery little personal liberty for decentcitizens w.here thoro Is no punishmentof crjmo.
Tho Chicago Tribune has boon com¬piling statistics from reports of "kill¬ings." and says that there have beenmorn than 0,000 murders this year Inthe llnlle<] States. There arc Thanks¬giving murders and Christinas mur¬ders, as grotesque as the terms mayseem, yet to be listed. If the Tribune'sllgures are correct It Is reasonable 1obelieve that the total will bo about10,000 for the year. This, of course,keeps America unlquo among civilizedcountries for the volume of crimes ofviolence within Its borders. TheBrooklyn Eagle calls attention to thefact that wo have about 100 murderslo the 1.000,000 population annually,as against thirteen In Canada, where.Hparscness of population makes condl-tlonc- somewhat llkr they formerlywere in our lawless West.The Eagle continues:
"Judge De Courccy, of Massachu¬setts, pointed nut to the rrlson Re¬form Association at Omaha recentlythat in this city out of 116 homicidesInvestigated only forty-five convic-Moils resulted, that In Chicago for 202homicides one man was hanged, fifteensent to the penitentiary and the other tmen accused w.ore set free: In Louis¬ville, with a population of only 221.000,there were forty-seven murders undnot a single execution of a murderer.Our statistics of criminal punishmentsare oven more uncertain than those jof crimes, but tho Census Bureau collooted some fig\ires for the year 1901which showed that out of 81,000 per¬sons In tho prisons of this country10,700 were under arrest for murders,,or one In eight. How many of that10,700 were executed we can guessfrom the above tigurcs of New York,Chicago and Louisville. An ingeniousstatistician In Collier's figures that Ifyou shoot the man with whom youhave a quarrel It Is a 'three to onoshot" that you will never be broughtlo trial; ten to one that you will never'bo sent to the penitentiary, and eightyto one that you will nover pay a deathpenalty. What better odds could anyman ask who was hot for private von-genneo? Is It any wonder that themembers of the gangs In this city con¬tinue to settle their own quarrels In¬stead of appealing to the law to pun¬ish their assailants?
"What we need Is a judicial systemlike that of Virginia, whero Beattle.who killed his wife on July 18, was

executed on November 24, a trifle overfour months sufficing to bring tonaught all the devices of ingeniouslawyers to prevent the murderer fromsuffering the consoquenccs of hiscrime. Before wo can get such a sys¬tem In other States, however, we need
an aroused public opinion which will
take our lnwinaklng out of the handsof lawyers, w^.o now profit by the op¬portunities for delay and by tho es¬
cape of murderers, and which willforce our courts to exercise such dis¬
cretion as the law leaves to thorn inthe conduct of trials for the speedyadmlnisV'ition of Justice. Too oftenthe criminal trial is regarded ns a
game, of wits. In which more accountis taken of clever points made, by law¬
yers than of facts which are In evi¬
dence or easily procurable.

"L«t us have special services fordeliverance from murder as well as for
deliverance from war. Tho ono evil
we ran control If we chooso. Our
influence on the other Is for the most
part moral and Indirect."
The Old Dominion bus every con¬siderable agricultural, timber and min¬eral resources undeveloped. It gains

;;rot!ii<i as a State in which tho law
Is vindicated when a crime is com-
milted There is no more solid Induce¬
ment to the prospective "sottler" thanthat the peace is established, and life
and properly made safe, by a rigidenforcement Of law, Some of tho Euro-
poan countries, it has been reported,
warn their immigrants ngainst South-
ei n Slates on the ground that law and
order are noj maintained. StatlHttcs
might prove the warning unfair to
the South, but what is true In America'
In true In the South, and the Virginia
method..of disposing of murder cases

Th' toller without Influence don'lgilinuoh higher those days than a countyfair aviator. Who over named 'em
sparorlbs hit th' nail on th' head.

Christmas Shopping
(CoprrtaMi 18111 Or J»»n T. UoOutofcwo.)

Do your shopping now I At present! 11 A
While conditions ore so pleasant.' K Do It now Mid do it ©ariy, 9

TUu« avoid the fatsrly-taxry.
.

is exceptional and Is attracting atten¬tion. Other .States might profit bytaking notice..Louisville Courier-Journal.

Voice of the People
A Theatre Fire Drill.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir..J was btru.-k with the colncl-
aenco In to-day's issue of your paperof a communication on the editorial
page, entitled "Heroes of the TheatreFire," and the account of a near*punle In the Academy on Thanksgivingut'ternoon. Mrs. Julia Wlckham re¬fers to two people who did heroic work
during the disastrous conflagration of
1811, and your account thoughtfullycalls by name some of those who
helped to quiet an nudlcnce that al¬
most returned to primitive savagery,when each individual would havelooked out for himself.

Yesterday's audience was Intentlywatching and Intensely enjoying MissCrosmnn and her excellent company.The theatre 'being so quiet, any noise
could not fall to uttruct attention. Myfirst' notlco of a disturbance was
when a few persons arose In the
gallery. The action of the play con¬
tinued, and apparently the actors
wore unawure of anything out of the
ordinary. But the fact of these few
rising from their souls not 'only up-
pearod extraordinary, but caused mo
to pay spocial attention to what was
going on. In a short whllo all the oc¬
cupants of the gallery had arisen, then
the balcony and downstairs showed
signs of disturbance.
Things began to look "awfully

squally," and I hastily considered
whether it would be best to climb
up to the stage, over the piano, If a
panic-stricken crowd should attempt
to rush upon us In the orchestra, or to
make my exit by the door under the
stugc. Professor Moses Stein, who was
directing, had the presence of mind
to sny. "Play Dixie." \Vo started to
play, but the excitement was such wc
played In different koys. By this time
tlie scene of the drama had given place
to an Impromptu net. Miss Crosmnn
and three members of her company
were standing upon the stage, and
took turns to quiet the audience.
Those who kept their heads deserve

high pralso because a terrible tragedy
was averted, a woman rushed Into
the orchestra pit with a child In her
arms. Sue was only ono examplo of
many whoso noble Impulse was to save
their dear ones. However, If the crowd
had gotton beyond the control of cool
heads these fbrave men and womon
would have been overwhelmed. Profcs-
sor Stein deserves ns much credit as
any one for yelling to us, "Play
Dixie."
This morning he mentioned to me

how quickly the audience could havdJ
gotton entirely out of-the theatre If1
the people had left the Academy In a
normal way. We seldom play a
"chaser" (as the last march Is called)
more than twice. The lime consumed
Is from five to seven mlnutos, during
which Interval practically everybody
has quietly reached tho street. It
seems to mo that a wise brain could
devise some plan to train people to
leave theatres In a roirnlnr manner.
Just as school children are trnlncd by
means of the flro drill to empty big
buildings within a remarkably brief
time. GASTON LICHTENSTEIN.

INASMUCH as Queen Wilhelmina of
Holland possesses ono of tho larg¬
est prlvato fortunes of any sov¬

ereign In Europe a consldorablol
amount of astonishment has been]
created by the announcement to .thoj
effect that sho Is soiling this week her
enormous library.not, of course, tho
collection of books bollnglng to the
crown, but those whloh aro her own

personal property, Inherited from many
different ancestors, ancostrosaes and
relatives and of great value. Some of
her forbears In the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries were noted bib¬
liophiles, consplcuona among them
being Princoss Fredorika oY Prussia,
wife of William V.. of Orange, heredi¬
tary Stadtholder of tho Netherlands.

Jutt why the Queen should wish to
sell these books and manuscripts,
which Include literary troasuros of al¬
most priceless value, gathered togeth¬
er in the days when books of worth
wore within tho roach only of tho vory
rich', Is a matter of considerable specu¬
lation. But tho explanation whloh
reaches mo from an authorized source
is that Wilhelmina, who Is extremely
religious, most puritanical and ovov
stralt-lacqut'In her vlowu, and some¬
what narrow mlndedi' considers it to

be wicked to retain potiu.: ion of
works which are full of Improprie¬
ties. For, in tho sixteenth, seven¬
teenth nnd eighteenth centuries, peo¬
ple were accustomed to call u spude a
bpadc. even In print; the standards of
propriety and even of morality wcro
exceedingly low, as compared with'
those of to-day; while tho license, not
merely of speech, hut also of lllustra-
tlon and print, was very great. In¬
deed, uncxpiirgatod '.'dltions of the
great poets, authors, playwrights, etc.,
of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries do not furnish what might
be styled Sunday school rending.
There arc many people on both sides

of tho Atlantic who consider tho pos¬
session of books containing lndccon-
clea of print and of Illustration as sin-
ful. Queen Wllhehnlna Is one of them.
She Is passionately devoted to her llt-
tic daughter, Crown Princess Juliana
and docs not wish the child to be bur-
doned with any such heritage of sin
and constant misfortune as she be¬
lieves to be entailed by the ownership
of this collection of sixteenth, seven
tecnth and eighteenth century books.
She does not, moreover, caro to pres¬
ent them to any national Institution
in Holland, taking the ground that she
would be merely shifting to the;
shoulders of her people tho evil and the
111 luck of which stir Is endeavoring
to rid herself. Moreover, she holds
that any such gift would be of a taint¬
ed character.
That Is why she Is disposing of thejbooks by public sale, her Idea being

to devote the money obtained there¬
from to philanthropic work,

It Is stated that she had at one time
thought of consigning tho entire li¬
brary to destruction, but was dissuad¬
ed therefrom by urgumonts to tho effect
that even some of the most question-j
tiblo of the hooks probably contained
here and there features of Invaluable
historical Interest, which should not
he lost to tho world, nnd that were she
lo put her project Into execution, she.
might be likened to the Iconoclast'
Caliph Omar, who destroyed the mostjfamous library In tho world, namely.]
that of Aloxandrln, moved thereto by
narrow-minded religious zoal.

It may bo asked what any of thoWealthier of my readers, finding thom-i
selves placed through Inheritance In
tho possession of an extremely vnlu-
able library of books of questionable
deconcy, would feel thomsolves com¬
pelled to do. It Is not Improbablo that
thoy might be disposed to follow the
example of tho God-fearing Queen of
the Netherlands, rather than that of
the now widowed Countess of Carlisle,
lender of the women's temperance
movement In Grent Britain, who. when
tho Into earl succeeded to tho family
honors and estates, as well as to n
world-famed wine cellar, compelled
him to destroy all the oontonts of the
latter. Instead of either selling them
or prenentlng them to friends or hospl-
tals. Sho. too, considered that tho
possession of things which sho re¬
garded ns nvll constituted a sin, oar-
rylng retribution In Its train.

Lord Dunedln, the now Kccpor of
tho Great Heal of the heir apparont'sl
principality of Scotland, is a very
clover, tactful and popular man, who
In spite of his Independence of char-
actor, remains a great favorite at
court: this, too, notwithstanding the
fact that, having married ft sister of
Sir Archibald ISdmondstone, he Is a
brother-in-law of Mrs. George Koppel,
who has not been seen at court dur¬
ing the present reign. Lord Dunedln
Is well Known on this side of tho At¬
lantic, though under another name.
that of Andrew Qraham Murray. He

In a iron of the late Thomas Graham
Murray, who was senior partnor of tho
great Bdinburgh firm of lawyers.Todda, Murray &. Jamluson.
Eord Dunedln"? peoplo hall from Perth¬

shire, and ho wag educated at Mar¬
row and Cambridge, was the champion
racquet player at Harrow and played
In his college eleven at the university.He makes hlti home at Htouton, a beau-
tlful place In Perthshire, near Dunkeld,
on the most plcturcrquo portion of the
Tay, nearly opposite Murchly Castle,
arid sat In tho last Unionist Cabinet
as Secretary for Scotland, abandoninghis portfolio to become I/ord Justice
General and I<ord President of the
Court of Session of Scotland, which it.
the Scotch equivalent for the Eord
Chief Justiceship of England.
The principality of Scotland, of

which ho Is the Keeper of the Great
Seal, Ih a dignity created by the King
and Parliament of Scotland in tho fif¬
teenth century, for the benefit of the
heir apparent to tho orown, und differs
from the heir apparent's principality
of Wales, in that It carries with it the
possession of certain lands and reve-
nues In the northern kingdom, where-
as nothing of the kind goes with thf
title of Prince of Wales.

The presence of a proctor .'n dlvorc»
proceedings In tho State of Kansas Is
so great an Innovation here In Amerl-
ca. that It may be ub woll to explain
that he Is a most Important factor in
ull divorce trials In Europe. Ills par¬
ticipation In tho trial Is a species ol
reminder that there arc three prlnc:-
pals In every marriage, nnmoly, ths
husband, the wlfo and tho state, mar-
Hugo being not merely an ecclesiasti¬
cal, but also a legal condition. The
State has thcreforo a right to be con-
suited In the dissolution of the con¬
tract; not In the person of the Judge,
whose duty Is restricted to the. dls-
penuatlon of Justlco, but by a counselor,
who abroud Is known as the procurcur,
or as tho proctor.

In England ho Is known a6 the
King's proctor. Six months olapso
there before the decree Xltsl, pronounc¬
ed by tho Judge, Is inado absolute. Tho
very use of the word "nlsl" In con¬
nection with the first decree means
thut It shall only bo made absolute In
the event of nothing turning up to
prevent It.

It is the duty of the King's proc¬
tor to ascertain during those elx
months if there Is not something of a
nature to rendor the dlvorco undcslr-
able. Thus, collusion between the'petitioner nnd the respondent In bring¬
ing the proceedings Is forbidden by
English law; and If any trace thereof
can be found by the King's proctor, or
Is brought to his notice through third
parties, the final decree Ib refused.
Then, too. If, tho divorce, having beon
pronounced against the respondent,
the King's proctor ascertains that the
petitioner has likewise been guilty of
marital misconduct, he Intervenes, and
the first decroo Is quashed.
In one word, the King's proctor very

effectively prevents any fraud
*

or
evasion of the strict law, In tho mat¬
ter of dissolving the marrlago tie; and
he is a terror to those who appeal to
tho courts without having their skirts
entirely clear.
There Is no doubt that were other

states to follow the example of Kan¬
sas, the scandals In connection with
the granting of divorces In this coun¬
try would bo greatly reduced in num-
bor, and would no longer be lightly
regarded as a very customary luxury
of tho rich, ignoring their responsibil¬
ity In the matter of tho State.
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